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Right  now  while  the  mercury  is  up  and  when  everybody  wants  more  showers  and 
.•nore  swims — and  a  good  rub-down  after  each  one — right  now  is  a  good  time  to  think 
about  quality  in  bath  towels.    And  that's  just  what  I'm  going  to  talk  about  today. 

If  you  own  any  of  these  sleazy  towels,  hound  to  leave  your  skin  moist  and 
sticky  no  matter  how  hard  you  rub,  then  you'll  know  why  I'd  like  to  get  a  hold  of 
all  such  towels  and  have  one  big  bonfirej    Every  good  hath  deserves  a  good  towel, 
one  that  with  a  little  rubbing  will  get  your  skin  dry  and  make  it  tingle. 

The  best  way  to  make  sure  you  get  a  good-quality  towel  is  to  examine  it  care 
fully  before  you  buy — that's  what  Mrs*  Bess  Morrison,  textile  specialist  of  the 
U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  says.     She  says  the  price  alone  won't  tell  you  the 
quality.    You  can  get  good  towels  that  are  inexpensive,  although  at  a  low  price  you 
may  not  find  them  in  every  color  and  design.    But  if  you'll  examine  the  weave,  sel- 
vages, hems,  and  size,  and  if  you'll  read  all  the  labels,  you'll  note  differences 
in  quality  of  towels  at  the  same  price  as  well  as  among  those  of  varying  prices. 

Informative  labels  on  towels  are  new  and  are  still  not  in  general  use,  Mrs, 
Morrison  says,  but  you'll  be  wise  to  look  and  ask  for  them.    These  labels  may  tell 
you  the  weight  of  the  towel  per  square  yard,  the  number  of  loops  in  a  square  inch 
of  the  pile,  the  amount  of  moisture  a  square  yard  will  absorb.    Also,  they  may  tell 
you  the  breaking  strength  of  the  foundation  yarns,  both  in  warp  and  filling.  That' 
important  if  you're  going  to  do  a  lot  of  rubbing  and  pulling  across  your  shoulders, 
In  Judging  these  points,  the  rule  is:    The  higher  the  figure  on  the  label,  the 
better  the  quality  of  the  towel.    This  information  lets  you  select  the  best  towel 


within  any  price  range.    Also,  you  can  tell  whether  the  higher  priced  towels  are 
worth  the  extra  money. 

But  you'll  have  to  judge  lots  of  towels  without  the  help  of  labels,  since 
there  are  so  many  in  the  stores  without  tags.    So,  first  of  all,  examine  the  found- 
ation-weave.   A  firm,  close  foundation-weave  will  hold  the  pile  yarns  securely. 
But  a  loose  weave  allows  the  loops  to  pull  out  readily.    If  most  of  the  towel  is 
covered  entirely  with  loops  so  that  it's  difficult  to  see  the  foundation  weave,  ex- 
aaine  the  weave  in  the  hem.    The  weave  there  is  the  same  as  that  in  the  "body  of 
the  towel. 

Many  towels  have  borders,  and  the  weave  in  these  is  another  point  to  check. 
If  yarns  contrasting  in  size  and  color  are  packed  too  tightly  in  the  "border  space, 
they  are  likely  to  shrink  and  draw  when  washed.  The  towels  will  not  hang  straight 
\  and  smooth  on  the  rack.  The  ends  will  look  like  a  ruffle.  However,  tightly  packed 
border  yarns  are  not  always  a  sign  of  poor  quality.  The  best  way  to  judge  whether 
they  are  or  not  is  to  pull  the  towel  at  the  border.  If  it  feels  springy,  it  likely 
will  not  shrink  and  draw. 

Look  at  the  selvages,  too.  For  good  wear,  each  filling  yarn  should  bind  the 
edge  warp  yarn.  Sometimes  the  crosswise  yarns  go  almost  to  the  edge — within  a  yarn 
or  two.  This  leaves  loose  floating  yarns  along  the  edge  of  the  towel.  These  loose 
yarns  catch  easily  and  break.  When  the  few  binding  yarns  wear  out,  the  life  of  the 
towel  is  nearly  over  because  the  warp  yarns  readily  fray  out.  You'll  find  this  poor 
type  of  selvage  on  some  of  the  higher-priced  as  well  as  on  cheaper  towels. 

Another  edge-finish  that  marks  poor  quality  is  lockstitching.    This  finish 
restthles  machine  overcasting  and  is  often  used  over  a  cut  edge.    Towels  with  this 
type  of  edge  are  woven  on  wide  looms  with  a  plain  stripe  between  the  looped  areas. 
Then  they're  cut  apart  down  the  middle  of  this  plain  section.    Of  course  this  does 
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away  with  the  selvage.    The  long  lockstitches  may  catch  and  break;  then  the  raw 
edges  will  fray. 

The  stitching  at  the  end  of  the  heme  on  good  towels  goes  right  to  the  edge 
and  then  hack  a  little  so  that  the  corners  are  caught  securely.    There  are  no  loose 
dangling  threads.    The  hem  ends  are  closed  and  the  edge  of  the  turn-under  on  each 
hem  is  flush  with  the  edge  of  the  towel.    Examine  the  stitching  all  the  way  across 
the  hem  as  well  as  at  the  ends.    Loose  threads  caught  in  the  stitching  or  knots  in 
the  thread  often  cause  "breaks.    The  hem  will  then  rip  out  and  the  ends  ravel. 

Now  here's  the  last  tip  about  towels  for  today.    When  you  shop  for  towels, 
think  what  sizes  will  "best  suit  your  needs.    Until  a  few  years  ago,  every  towel 
manufacturer  had  his  own  set  of  measurements.    As  a  result  there  were  about  a  hun- 
dred different  sizes  on  the  market*    j>Tow  the  number  is  reduced  to  6,  and  most  manu- 
facturers make  towels  in  these  sizes.     Small  towels  are  generally  16  by  30  or  18  by 
36  inches.    Medium-sized  towels  are  20  by  40,  or  22  by  44  inches.    The  large  ones 
measure  24  by  46  or  24  by  48.    The  small  towels  are  easiest  for  children  to  handle. 
They  are  also  suitable  for  face  towels  if  you  enjoy  the  rough  texture. 

Medium-sized  towels  are  a  good  selection  for  the  nearly  grown  children.  And 
some  women  prefer  these  to  the  very  large  towels,  for  they're  big  enough  to  do  a 
good  job,  yet  they're  not  cumbersome  to  use.    Towels  of  the  medium  size  are  lighter 
to  handle  when  wet  and  make  smaller  laundry  bills  if  the  wash  is  done  outside  the 
home  and  paid  for  by  the  pound.    But  many  men  and  some  women  like  extra  large 
towels.    For  them  the  24  by  46,  or  24  by  48-inch  size  is  the  right  choice.  So 
choose  the  towel  you'll  need.    You'll  have  little  difficulty  in  getting  the  size 
you  want. 

And  that  finishes  the  towel  tips  for  today. 
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